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Whether you’re interested in youth work, making generational connections, working with schools, collaborating with community 
resources, or speaking with legislators, the MA in Social Justice and Community Development will help you leverage your knowledge and 
experience in your work to revitalize urban communities.
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Loyola’s Master of Arts in Social Justice and Community 
Development is designed for anyone wishing to infl uence social 
transformation in their community. 
• Build strong, community-wide relationships. 
• Augment  your community organizing, social analysis, 

advocacy, grant writing, fundraising, economic 
development, and leadership development skills.

• Hone your ability to access critical community  
resources in order to build communities from the inside.

• Develop the knowledge to navigate political and 
economic systems.

• Network with respected colleagues and experienced 
instructors.

This program is a result of a partnership between Loyola’s 
Institute of Pastoral Studies (IPS) and the Seminary Consortium 
for Urban Pastoral Education (SCUPE).

ABOUT THE PROGRAM

TOYLEE GREEN-HARRIS
(P) 312.726.1200 ext. 230
(E) toylee@scupe.com

RYAN HOFFMANN
(P) 312.915.7484
(E)  rho� m4@luc.edu

LEARN MORE AT LUC.EDU/COMMUNITY. 

Or contact one of our enrollment advisors:

C R E AT E  C H A N G E .



CONCENTRATIONS

A versatile degree, the MA in Social Justice 
and Community Development program 
off ers students the ability to choose from 
two concentrations.

The Community Development 
Concentration is ideal for those interested 
in the fi eld of community development. 
Through course work and hands-on 
experiences, students develop the tools 
to address infrastructure and support 
service gaps in traditionally underserved 
communities.

The Social Justice Concentration is 
designed for those who are looking for 
a foundation of theoretical and practical 
experience. Through course work and a 
required internship, students will examine 
why and how the human community must 
continue to work for justice.  

CURRICULUM 

COMMUNIT Y DEVELOPMENT CONCENTRATION

This 36-credit-hour program includes course requirements shared with Social 
Justice students, course requirements for Community Development students 
only, and electives chosen by the students from throughout the program. Elective 
courses may also be taken from the Seminary Consortium on Urban Pastoral 
Education (SCUPE). 

The following seven classes are required for this degree:

• IPS 445: Principles and Processes of Community Development 
• IPS 446: Historical Perspectives of Community Development
• IPS 620: Diversity and Equity 
• IPS 635: Community Organizing and Direct Action
• IPS TBD: Applied Research Methods 
• IPS TBD: Ethical Dimensions of Community Development 
• Internship I—IPS 640: Beginning Action-Refl ection in Context**

Fifteen hours of electives complete the degree. Electives can be chosen from a 
variety of off erings, including Congregation-based Community Development, 
Social Justice, Housing and Economic Development, Public Policy, and Sustainable 
Urban Ecology, among others.

SOCIAL JUSTICE CONCENTRATION

This 36-credit hour program includes 12 three-hour courses. Students can begin 
the degree program in any academic term. Full-time students can complete the 
program in four academic terms, including summers. Part-time students have 
fi ve years within which to complete the degree. The following eight courses are 
required for this degree:  

• IPS 532: Social Context (ChSt 400) 
• IPS 610: Social Justice Foundations: Philosophical, Religious, and Theological 

Bases for Social Justice 
• IPS 620: Diversity and Equity: Issues in a Sociocultural and Political Context 

(SW 502; ChSt 401) 
• IPS 625: Justice and the Global Economy (PH 470) 
• IPS 635: Community Organizing and Direct Action (SW 509) 
• IPS 660: Leadership in Social Justice Organizations 
• Internship I-IPS 640: Beginning Action-Refl ection in Context (e-learning 

connection to IPS faculty)** 
• Internship II-IPS 641: Advanced Action-Refl ection in Context (e-learning 

connection to IPS faculty)** 

Four electives in pastoral theology and social justice issues complete the degree. 
Examples of pastoral theology courses include: Prophets, Liberation Theology, 
Moral Theology, and Catholic Social Teachings.

PREREQUISITES

There are no formal prerequisites for this program 
and no academic testing requirements. However, 
applicants must demonstrate in their personal 
statement and letters of recommendation their 
commitment and dedication to community 
empowerment and/or social justice. Specifi c 
reference should be made to academic preparation 
and experience in community settings, such as 

participation in advocacy groups and campaigns, 
organizing experience, service trips, volunteer service, 
and employment in community work. Admission to 
this program is competitive, and applicants will be 
selected on the basis of both academic readiness 
for graduate work and demonstrated interest and 
involvement in community.

CERTIFICATES
Loyola also off ers certifi cates in the Fundamentals of 
Community Development, Congregational-based 
Community Development, and Social Justice. Learn 
more at LUC.edu/ips.

**Students with signifi cant community-based experience can replace this requirement with an additional elective with approval from the program director.


